Have Truth with Love
II John 1-3
Introduction:

The three Epistles may have been sent at the same time.
The First Epistle was a circular letter (Like Ephesians). It would then be copied and sent to the various churches as instructed by John, through the bearer (Gaius).

It may have been to the same or some of the churches listed in Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation.

The Second Epistle was written to a specific church. It may have been Ephesus since John later lived there. 
I. Writer – The Elder – v. 1a
A. Elder in the Jerusalem Church 

There were apostles and elders. Especially as related to doctrine, Acts 15-19.
B. Elder to this Church
Paul appointed elders in the churches he planted - Acts 14:23
 “So when they had ﻿﻿appointed elders in every church, John had no position in the Asian churches.

So, this one is not likely.
C. An Elderly Man

This word is often used of an elderly man. Paul used it in this way in Philemon 19

“yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—being such a one as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ”
John is probably using it in this way: “as an old man”.
II. Readers - v. 2
A. “A Lady”

1.  A lady in whose house the Church met. Some might even say she was the pastor.
2.  A woman whose name was “Lady” - “Lady Bird” was a nickname. In my family the name Mister occurs.
3.  A reference to the church - Most likely.
a. Illustration - Old Testament - Laminations 1and 2
Daughter of Jerusalem
Daughter of Judah

b. Identity of the church - 

Wife or bride of Christ - Ephesians 5:23-24
A Chaste virgin - II Corinthians 11:2

“For ﻿﻿I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you ﻿﻿as a chaste virgin to Christ”.
Note: “The church’s one foundation”.
B. Her Children - They are the people in the church.
C. Their Present Blessings

1. They are elect ἐκλεκτῇ - chosen

Question: Do you believe that God elects?

If not, you do not believe several portions of the Word:

Ephesians 1:4

“just as ﻿﻿He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world…

I Peter 1:1
“…elect ﻿﻿according to the foreknowledge of God the Father”.
John 15:16

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you…”
v.19

“but I chose you out of the world, so you do believe that God chooses”.
The problem comes when we try to explain how God did it.

You may say I believe that man is responsible. He must believe in order to be saved. That is true!
Somebody else says that God is sovereign and that’s true also.
Explain – Foreknowledge
God regenerates, then man believes?
Whom does God regenerate? - The Elect; Believers?
Most teaching on this subject will stress one of these at the expense of the other. This results in false teaching.
The Scriptures clearly teach both.
2. They are loved.
a. John loves them – “whom” is Plural
1) “Truth” could mean truly – “I love you truly”
2) Probably means in God’s truth.

Because of his emphasis on God’s truth in 1st and 2nd Epistle over the false teaching of the antichrists.




“And not I only”
b. Others “all those” love them
These “others” have known the truth - Perfect tense.
This is the knowledge of God which maturing Christians acquire (1 John 2:3-4, 13, 14).
For John, love is the product of such knowledge. 

So, these people have progressed to the point of knowing the truth and obeying it by loving others who hold the truth of God.

Note: Love for our fellow Christians is rooted in the fact that they:

1. Believe the truth that Jesus is the Christ and are born of God.

2. They are also walking in the truth.

That truth lives in us now and will be with us forever - v. 2

D. Their Future Blessings – v. 3
1. The identification of the blessings
a. Grace - χάρις
One definition: “unmerited favor”.

Better definition – “favor in spite of demerit”
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II Corinthians 8:9
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, ﻿﻿that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become ﻿﻿rich”
Philippians 2:5-9

Rich – How rich?

Poor – How poor?

Through His poverty, we become rich. How rich?

Ephesians 1:3
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”.
All by the grace of God
That’s why we are a Grace Church - “Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone”
We don’t allow anything to be added to that Grace.

Paul said:
“I do not nullify the grace of God, for ﻿﻿if righteousness comes through ﻿﻿the Law, then Christ died needlessly.” 

b. Mercy - ἔλεος
Hebrews 4.16 
“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”.
We need mercy for past failures
We need grace for present and future work.

c. Peace - εἰρήνη,  Hebrew - Shalom - Tranquility
Jesus said,
”These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world”.
Peace with God - Romans 5:1

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ’.
Peace of God – Philippians 4:6-7

“Let your request be known to God and the Peace of God will be with you”.
God of peace – Philippians 4:9

“Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you”.
2. The origination of the blessing
a. God the Father

All blessing seem to begin with the Father. This is probably true because of the incarnation. The Son became obedient and subservient to the Father in the plan of salvation.

We are chosen by the Father, redeemed by the Son and Regenerated by the Holy Spirit.

So we sing… “praise Father, Son and Holt Ghost (Spirit).

b. The Lord Jesus Christ

The Son is given His full title:
Lord – Deity

Jesus – humanity

Christ – Messiah

To this is added: “The Son of the Father”
In light of the fact that John is writing this epistle to warn against those who deny the Person of Christ this affirmation serves as an emphatic affirmation of His lordship, messiahship and deity.
